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Tour Itinerary:
Mar 26 Fri  Depart USA flying to Beirut, Lebanon.

Mar 27 Sat ARRIVE BEIRUT
Your tour guide will meet you after the customs and baggage claim with a “BAS” 
sign. Meet and transfer to the hotel. Dinner and overnight at the hotel. (D)

Mar 28 Sun BYBLOS – NATIONAL MUSEUM – BERYTUS FORUM 
AND BATHS – BEIRUT
We begin by driving to the ancient city of Byblos whose craftsmen helped Solomon 
build the temple in Jerusalem (1 Kings 5:18) and repaired ships (Ezekiel 27:9). 
After lunch tour the National Museum with an its impressive collection of Roman 
artifacts including an inscription mentioning Herod. Next we will see the Roman 
baths, the cardo maximus, and forum of ancient Berytus. Then we will visit the 
archaeological museum under the St. George Orthodox Cathedral. As time allows, 
we will see Zaitunay Bay and the Pigeon Rocks as well as a stop on the commercial 
street called Hamra. Dinner and overnight in the hotel. (B,D)

Mar 29 Mon TYRE – SIDON – ESHMUN – BEIRUT 
Travel down the Mediterranean coastline to ancient Tyre (romanized as Sour). 
Admire the Roman hippodrome as well as Al-Mina, which features soaring columns 
and the reconstructed triumphal arch. Journey back to Sidon for a delicious lunch 
at a local restaurant with a vista across the blue sea. Stroll along the causeway and 
climb the tower for a view of the fishing town. There’s time to stop at your final 
Phoenician relic, the Temple of Eshmun built to honor the god of healing. Dinner 
and overnight in the hotel. (B,D)

Sidon Castle

Mar 30 Tue BAALBEK – KSARA CAVES – BEIRUT
Drive east through Lebanon’s countryside to Baalbek. Known by the Romans as 
Heliopolis, this timeworn site is largely made up of semi-crumbled temples built 
during the Roman era. View the broken remains, including the massive Temple of 
Jupiter, built on a huge podium and around a rectangular courtyard where sacrifices 
were performed. Having explored Baalbek, relax over a delicious lunch of meze 
(small dishes) and tapas at a local restaurant, and then return back through into the 
Bekaa Valley to Ksara, home of the famous Ksara Caves that date to the Roman 
period. Discovered in 1898, these ancient caves are now used by Chateau Ksara, 
Lebanon’s oldest wine estate. While touring the winery tour, you will learn about 
the winemaking process and then finish with a tasting of some of the delicious 
wines made here. (B,D)

Mar 31 Wed FLY AMMAN – MT. NEBO – MADABA – AMMAN
Fly Amman on ME310 08:10 /09:20 flight. Arrive Queen Alia International Airport 
in Amman. Your tour guide will meet you after the customs and baggage claim 
with a “BAS” sign.  First we will drive to Mt. Nebo (1 hr) where Moses had a view 
of the Promised Land before he died. Enjoy a breathtaking view across the Jordan 
Valley and the Dead Sea. Then visit Madaba known for its Byzantine and Umayyad 
mosaics, especially a large Byzantine-era mosaic map of The Holy Land. After 
lunch drive to ancient Philadelphia of the Decapolis, modern Amman, and visit 
the Citadel (Jabal Al-Qala’a), the site of ancient Rabbath-Ammon, and its temple 
of Hercules. Then visit the Jordan Museum and the stunning Roman Theater built 
during the reign of Antonius Pius (138-161 CE) and seating about 6,000 people. 
Dinner and overnight in the hotel. (B,D)

Apr 1 Thu JERASH – UMM QAIS (Gadara) – PELLA – AMMAN
Today we will visit three of cities of the Decapolis (“Ten Cities”), a Gentile region 
where Jesus ministered. Drive to Jerash to see its remarkable Roman ruins of 
Gerasa including Hadrian’s Arch, Oval Plaza, the Cathedral, North & South 
Theater, and Nymphaeum. We then drive to Umm Qais to visit Gadara, where 
Jesus cast out the demon from the man. Our final visit will be at Pella (Taqabat Fil) 
where tradition holds that the Christians fled before the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70. 
Overnight in the hotel. (B,D)

Apr 2 Fri UMM AR-RASAS – MACHAERUS – DHAT RASS – PETRA
Today we drive south along the route of the Via Traiana. Our first stop is the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Umm Ar-Rasas. This former Roman military 
camp also has sixteen churches, some with mosaics such as the mosaic of Jerusalem 
in St. Stephen’s Church. Next visit Herod’s stronghold at Machaerus where John 
the Baptist was beheaded by Herod Antipas. Finally see the Nabatean-Roman 
temples at Dhat Rass. Then drive to Petra for the dinner and overnight. (B,D)

Apr 3 Sat PETRA 
Drive to Petra, the pink city, which has been ranked New Wonders of the World 
Heritage of Humanity, it’s the home of the Nabateans; The complete city carved 
in a mountain with the huge colorful rocks that called “the red rose city”. The 
tour will start by crossing the “Siq” which is an impressive 1200 M long, deep and 
narrow gorge of stunning natural beauty. The Siq is hammed in by cliffs soaring 
up to 80 Meters. Then just when you think you have seen enough dazzling sight 
in the Siq, you will face with Al-Khazneh (the treasury) the pride of all Jordanians. 
The architectural style of it was unique in the ancient world, main inspiration was 
Hellenistic, Alexandrian Hellenistic, plus that unique encompassing Nabateans 
artistic touch (30 M Wide, and 43 M high) it is a truly breathtaking. Then we 
continue the visit and come to the Street of Facades (the Theater) which looks 
Roman, but was executed by the Nabateans in the 1st Century AD, it is carved 
into solid Rock except towards the front earlier side, where part of it was built 
freestanding, initially it could seat 3000 people, but was later extended to finally 
hold about 7000. Then a flight of 800 stairs cut into the rock takes you up to the 
mountain of Ad-Deir (the monastery) marvelous mountain scenes along the way 
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Baalbek

I invite you to join me on a tour of Lebanon and Jordan – the forgotten 
Biblical lands.  Lying on the eastern side of the Jordan River and the 
Dead Sea, it is easy to forget that much of the Biblical story was set 

in modern Jordan. Some of the Hebrew tribes settled in this land and Jesus 
ministered to the people in the area of modern Jordan. North of modern Israel, 
Lebanon also has a place among the Biblical lands.  Jesus and the apostle Paul both 
conducted ministries in Lebanon and the ancient Phoenicians of Lebanon figure 
significantly in the Biblical narratives. This tour will include some of 
the most spectacular sites of the ancient world, including Petra, Jerash, 
Amman, Tyre, Sidon, Baalbeck and Beirut.

Mark Wilson, D.Litt. et Phil., Director, Asia Minor 
Research Center, Antalya, Turkey;
Associate Professor Extraordinary of New Testament, 
Stellenbosch University
markwilson@sevenchurches.org
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up, and when you reach the top you will encounter Petra’s second most famed 
attraction, Ad-Deir, is a huge in size yet beautifully awesome. The overall design 
resembles that of the Khazneh, but the architectural embellishment is simplified. 
After this amazing visit, return back through the Siq, and drive you back to Petra 
for dinner and overnight. (B,D)

Apr 4 Sun PETRA – TABUK – MADAIN SALEH
After breakfast, drive south to cross the border at Halat Ammar into Saudi Arabia. 
After lunch in Tabuk continue south to Madain Saleh, Saudi Arabia’s first site to be 
listed as a UNESCO Word Heritage in 2008. It is located in the north of Madinah 
Province, in the area of Al-Ula. The Nabateans, called it Hijra (as it appears in some 
ancient inscriptions at the site), and the Romans used to call it Hegra. The historical site 
is still known today in Arabic as Al-Hijr.  Madain Saleh was the second largest city of 
the Nabatean kingdom whose capital was Petra. The residential area that is still being 
excavated by the Saudi-French archeological team was surrounded by a compound wall 
probably built during the 1st century CE and that provided shelter to an area of about 
60 hectares. The excavations have shown that the south of the city probably hosted a 
military garrison, what is confirmed by inscriptions on four tombs which indicate that 
their owners were officers in the Nabatean army. The importance of Madain Saleh is 
ostensibly displayed by its 111 monumental tombs, among which 94 were decorated 
with majestic facades on the sandstone massifs of the area, especially the Jibal Ithlib. 
The smallest tomb is barely 3 meters tall but the biggest reaches an impressive 21 
meters! The Nabatean people mastered the management of water resources with 
drainage systems to collect rain waters and direct them either towards a cistern or 
towards the 130 wells discovered so far. Overnight in Madain Saleh (B,D)

Apr 5 Mon MADAIN SALEH – TAYMA – TABUK
After finishing our tour of Madain Saleh we will drive northeast to Tayma, the 
major caravan oasis city mentioned of Tema mentioned in Job, Isaiah, and Jeremiah. 
This is one of the oldest settlements on the Arabian peninsula.  Then we return to 
Tabuk for Dinner and overnight at the Hilton Hotel . (B,D)

Apr 6 Tue TABUK – AQABA – AMMAN
On the drive back to Jordan we pass near Jebel al-Lawz which has been suggested as 
the Mt. Sinai in Arabia.   We will cross the border at Aqaba into Jordan and fly from 
the King Hussein International Airport back to Amman. After checking-in to the hotel, 
the rest of the day is free. Farewell dinner and overnight at the hotel in Amman. (B,D)

Apr 7 Wed FLY BACK HOME
Transfer to Amman’s Queen Alia International Airport for flight back home.

$5,990   Per Person in Double Room

$990       Single Room Supplement

• International Air Fare between USA-Beirut /Amman-USA

• Beirut-Amman International flight

• 4 Nights at 5 star Burj On Bay Hotel in Beirut or similar

• 2 Nights at 5 star Marriott Amman Hotel in Amman or simiar

• 2 Nights at 5 star Marriott Petra Hotel in Petra or similar

• 1 Night at 4  or 5 star hotel in Madain Saleh

• 1 Night at 4 or 5 star hotel in Tabuk

• 1 Night at 5 star Marriott Amman Hotel in Amman or simiar

• Daily breakfast and 11 dinners at the hotels

• All transportation by private AC Bus

• English-speaking, Government Licensed, Bible Oriented professional tour 
guide throughout the tour

• All Entry fees to the sites and museums

• Sightseeing as per the itinerary

• Service charges and local taxes

• Tips to Tour Guide and drivers

• Lunches and Drinks (Bottled Water is included)

• Personal Expenses (Laundry, phone calls, all kind of insurances, etc)
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PAYMENT  PROCEDURE:
– Deposit Payment: $200 per person July 27, 2020

– Full Payment: December 28, 2020

Cancellation Penalty:
– 90–60 days prior to departure:  No Penalty
– 59–45 days prior to departure:  25% 
– 44–30 days prior to departure:  50%
– 29–15  days prior to departure: 75%
– 14 days & After    No refund

Travel Insurance: Travel insurance may be purchased separately at an extra 
cost. Travel Insurance is a contract between the traveller and the Insurance 
Company (American Express, or other). To obtain your travel insurance,  please 
call 1–800–TURKIYE and ask for Ms. Ayata.

Petra, Jordan

Itinerary and site visits are subject to change and/or substitution 
depending on availability of site access.

Travel Study Department:
Alicia Bregon

202–364–3300 ext 216
Email: travelstudy@bib–arch.org

Biblical Archaeology Society
4710 41st Street, NW
Washington, DC 20016

Fax: 202–364–2636

For Registration please contact:
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Gaziosmanpaşa Bulvarı 3/303 Izmir 35210 TURKEY
Phone: +90-232 441-8635 / 441-8676 / 441-8677

Visit for other tours: www.tutkutours.com
Email for customized group & individual tour requests: info@tutkutours.com


