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Tour Itinerary:

May 20 Sat  Departure from USA
Turkish Airlines has non–stop direct flights from the following cities to 
Istanbul. Same Land & Air Tour rate is valid from one of these cities: 
New York, Boston, Chicago, Washington DC, Atlanta, Miami, Houston, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Toronto.
Flight with Turkish Airlines to Izmir via Istanbul. 

May 21 Sun   Arrive Istanbul – Connection flight to Izmir –  
  Kuşadası
Arrive Istanbul Airport. After the passport control, walk to the domestic 
terminal on your own. You will take the connection flight to Izmir. 
You will collect your luggage at Izmir Airport. Upon arrival to Izmir 
Airport, your tour guide will meet you after the baggage claim with a  
“BAS – TUTKU TOURS” sign. Meet and greet. Transfer to your 
hotel in Kuşadası for diner and overnight. (D)

May 22 Mon  Ephesus – Kuşadası
Morning drive to Ephesus, one of the New Testament’s most significant 
cities (Rev. 2:1–7). In the first century, the Apostle Paul came two times 
to this ancient city (Acts 18:18–21; 19:1–20:1) and wrote his famous 
epistle Ephesians to its inhabitants. According to tradition, the Apostles 
John and Luke also wrote their Gospels here. Lunch at carpet school 
and shopping opportunities, then visit the Ephesus Museum. Dinner and 
overnight in Kuşadası (B,L,D).  

May 23 Tue  Kuşadası – Pergamum – Ayvalık  – Mytilene 
Morning drive to Bergama. Visit Pergamum, the church that John both 
affirmed and chastised (Rev. 2:12–17). In addition, Pergamum was an 
active trade and commerce city in the early centuries, which allowed it 
to develop the first parchment to compete with the Egyptian papyrus. 
Visit the Acropolis and see the steepest Theater of the ancient world 
and the Temple of Trajan. Then drive to Ayvalık. Take the afternoon 
ferry to the Greek island of Mytilene. Overnight in Mytilene. (B)

May 24 Wed      Mytilene 
(Lesvos) – Ayvalık – Troas 
Visit Mytilene. The Museum, 
The Castle, Old harbour and 
Paul’s church. 
Afternoon ferry back to 
Ayvalık departing at 5:00 pm. 
Arrive to Ayvalık at 6:30 pm. 
Drive North to Troas. Dinner 
and briefing about next day’s 
walk at a local restaurant. 
Overnight at Troas Beach 
hotel. (B,D)

May 25 Thu  Walk from Troas to Assos  
Drive to Troas and visit the ancient harbor and then the excavation 
area and antique quarries. Start to walk from Troas direction to Assos. 
Dinner and overnight at Troas Beach hotel. Approx. 9 mi/14.5 km. (B,D) 

May 26 Fri  Walk from Troas to Assos  
From drop–off point near Kösedere walk to Roman bridge and then 
continue to Gulpınar village for lunch 10mi/16km. Visit Smintheion 
temple area and small museum. Then our bus will drive us to  Babakale  
(Cape Lectum). Grocery store stop for next day’s lunch. Overnight at 
Denizhan Hotel in Babakale. (B,D)

Assos

Istanbul

Over the course of Paul’s three missionary journeys, he walked 
approximately 10,000 miles across the eastern Roman empire sharing 
the good news of Jesus Christ as he went. His very last walk of these 

missionary journeys took place on the Troad pennisula in the mid 60s while he was 
traveling back to Jerusalem. Knowing that trouble awaited him there (cf. Acts 20:22–
24), Paul left his traveling companions to sail around the coast without him while 
Paul walked the Roman road from Alexandria Troas to Assos, presumably alone 
(cf. Acts 20:13–14). The thirty–mile walk and the two days that it likely took him to 
travel would have given him ample time for meditation as he reflected on his life and 
ministry thus far—the many places God had called him to go, the many churches he 
had helped to found, and the many new brothers and sisters in Christ whom he loved 
dearly. The solitude also likely gave him time for prayer as he prepared for the conflict 
and persecution that awaited him in Jerusalem. 
For the first time ever, Tutku Tours has arranged a pilgrimage to follow in Paul’s final 
footsteps, literally! We will spend three days retracing Paul’s route from Alexandra 
Troas—walking beside the beautiful turquoise waters of the Aegean Sea, following the 
ancient sacred way leading to the Smintheum, Apollo’s Temple, and meandering over 
the pastoral hills and farmland of the Troad—until we arrive at the ancient acropolis 
and harbor of Assos, one of the most beautiful spots in all of Anatolia. Whether 
you’re a lover of nature, history, or the apostle Paul or if you’re in need of time for 
reflecting on life and the spiritual rejunivation that hiking and meditating can provide, 
we invite you to walk this sacred way with us.

Paul’s church,
Mytilene

Mark Wilson, D.Litt. et Phil., Director, Asia 
Minor Research Center, Antalya, Turkey;
Associate Professor Extraordinary of New 
Testament, Stellenbosch University
www.sevenchurches.org
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May 27 Sat  Walk from Troas to Assos  
Begin from Bademli walking on road sections at Balabanlı and Korubaşı. 
Enter Assos on the necropolis road through the northern gate making 
your way through the city to the harbor. Approx. 12 mi./19km. Dinner 
and overnight at the Assos harbor. (B,D)

May 28 Sun  Assos
Visit Assos acropolis and the old town. Afternoon free. Dinner and 
overnight in Assos. (B,D)

May 29 Mon  Assos – Troy – Istanbul
Morning drive to Troy. Visit the legendary site, and then continue to 
Istanbul. Cross the Dardanelles by car ferry. Early evening arrival to the 
hotel in Istanbul. Dinner and overnight. (B,D)

May 30 Tue  Istanbul (old city)
Full day tour in Istanbul. Visit the Archaeological Museum, Hagia Sophia 
Church, Hagia Irene Church. After the tour ends, some free time at 
the Spice Market. Tonight, we will have a Farewell dinner at a local 
restaurant. Overnight in Istanbul. (B,D)

May 31 Wed  Departure from Istanbul Ataturk Airport – END

$4,490       Per Person in Double

$790      Single Supplement

•	International roundtrip flights from US (or Canada) with Turkish Airlines
•	10 nights hotel accommodation, as below: 
•	2 nights Kuşadası Marina  www.marinahotelsuites.com/en/home
•	1 night at Mytilene Blue Sea www.bluesealesvos.gr  
•	2 nights at Troas Beach hotel www.troasbeach.com
•	1night at Babakale Denizhan  www.denizhanhotel.com
•	2 nights at Assos Kervansaray www.assoskervansaray.com
•	2 nights at Istanbul Grand Haliç  www.grandhalic.com   
•	Comprehensive sightseeings as specified in the program 
•	Professional english speaking tour guide throughout the tour.
•	Daily breakfasts (B)
•	1 Lunch in Ephesus (L)
•	9 dinners (D)
•	Transportations with AC vehicles
•	All entry fees to the sites & museums
•	Local taxes & service charges  

•	Meals which are not listed at the itinerary 
•	All drinks
•	All personal expenses 
•	Tips
•	Turkish Visa Fee  can be obtained from the website below; 

www.evisa.gov.tr/en/tour
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– $200 per person Deposit : At the time of booking
– Full Payment  : February 20, 2017

Cancellation Penalty:
– 120–90 days prior to departure:  No Penalty
– 89–60 days prior to departure:    10%
– 59–45 days prior to departure:    25% 
– 44–30 days prior to departure:    50%
– 29–15  days prior to departure:   75%
– 14 days & After                           No refund

Air Cancellation Policy: We will be liable to the airlines standard rules 
for any name changes, dates changes or cancellations.

Travel Insurance: Travel insurance may be purchased separately at an 
extra cost. Travel Insurance is a contract between the traveller and the 
Insurance Company (American Express, or other). To obtain your travel 
insurance,  please call 1–800–TURKIYE and ask for Ms. Ayata.

Travel Study Department:
Alicia Bregon

202–364–3300 ext 216
Email: travelstudy@bib–arch.org

Biblical Archaeology Society
4710 41st Street, NW
Washington, DC 20016

Fax: 202–364–2636

For Registration please contact:

Ephesus

TOUR MAP
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If you think these distances are too long for you to walk, please 
note for each hiking day we will have shuttle service for our 

guests in order to drive them to the next stop (hotel). 

During the hikes all hotels are located on the seashore.
The beaches are available for swimming.

Lesbos is a Greek Island in the Northeastern Aegean Sea.
The capital of the island is Mytilene.


