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Greece & Rome
Tour Itinerary:
NOV 1, WED DEPART USA – FLY THESSALONIKI

NOV 2, THU ARRIVE GREECE
Arrive Thessaloniki Airport (SKG). Our Greece guide will meet you after customs and baggage 
claim with a “JASON ODEN” sign. A bus journey of about 3 hours will have you in Kavala. 
We are overnight in Kavalafor one night. (D) 

NOV 3, FRI NEAPOLIS, PHILIPPI, AMPHIPOLIS
We check out of the hotel and depart at 8:00 AM. When Paul received his vision and “call” 
while at Troas (Turkey) to come to Macedonia and share the gospel, he traveled by ship 
and arrived at Neapolis (Acts16:7-9). Our journey today will follow in Paul’s footsteps as 
he made his way on the Via Egnatia Roman road from Neapolis (Acts 16:11), to Philippi 
(Acts 16:12), to Amphipolis (Acts 17:1), to Apollonia (Acts 17:1) and on to Thessalonica 
(Acts 17:1). The day begins with a brief stop at the port of Neapolis (modern Kavala). There 
is no mention of Paul preaching in Neapolis. His first recorded preaching in Macedonia took 
place in Philippi. Here, the apostle Paul came and worked (Acts 16:19-40), establishing a 
strong church. To this congregation, later he sent his Philippian letter. Of all the churches Paul 
founded, probably none was so near and dear to him as the church at Philippi – a city built by 
Philip II of Macedonia – the father of Alexander the Great. We will visit the ruins of the 
Agora (market place; Acts 16:19), and a Prison where tradition says Paul and Silas had been 
kept. A short drive brings us to the local river (just outside Philippi) where it is thought Lydia 
was baptized (Acts 16:14 -15). Next is Amphipolis. Here again there is no record of Paul 
preaching in this city as he passed through on his way to Thessalonica. Excavations of Roman 
Amphipolis have revealed traces of all the impressive architecture one would expect from a 
thriving Roman city. A bridge, gymnasium, public and private monuments, sanctuaries, 
and cemeteries all attest to the city’s prosperity. A one hour drive brings us to Thessaloniki 
for one overnight. (B,D)

NOV 4, SAT THESSALONICA, (BEREA), MOUNT OLYMPUS, DION, 
THERMOPYLAE
We check out of the hotel and depart at 8:00 AM. When Paul came to Thessalonica he 
preached for three Sabbaths at the local Synagogue (Acts 17:1) although it is thought he 
probably spent three months in Thessalonica. Some Jews were persuaded as were some God-
Fearer Romans and some leading women of the city (Acts 17:4). However, some within 
the Jewish community stirred up the crowds against Paul and Silas forcing them to escape 
Thessalonica at night to the city of Berea (Acts 17:10). Although recent excavations for the 
construction of a metro system in Thessaloniki have revealed some Roman and Byzantine ruins, 
the excavations are not available for public viewing. Paul’s preaching in the synagogue in Berea 
was received with eagerness but the Jews from Thessalonica came to Berea and stirred up 
and incited crowds against Paul. Paul left for Athens by ship while Silas and others made their 
way by land. Driving south out of Thessaloniki we make our way past the Berea region and 
continue to the area of Mount Olympus – a sacred mountain region traditionally regarded 
as the heavenly abode of the Greek gods and the site of the throne of Zeus. The Greek deities 
believed to have dwelled upon the mythic mount were Zeus, the king of the gods; his wife 
Hera; his brothers Poseidon and Hades; his sisters Demeter and Hestia; and his children, 
Apollo, Artemis, Ares, Aphrodite, Athena, Hermes and Hephaestus. Dion, on the 
eastern slopes of Mount Olympus, prospered for thousands of years as a sacred center for 
the cult of Zeus. Macedonia. Philip II and Alexander the Great celebrated victories here, 
and Alexander assembled his armies here and performed magnificent sacrifices on the eve of 
his 334 BC campaign to Asia. A visit to the ruins of Dion and its museum will help us appreciate 
this region of religious significance to the Macedonian, Greek and Roman empires. Next is 
Thermopylae, a mountain pass near the sea in northern Greece which was the site of several 
battles in antiquity, the most famous being that between Persians and Greeks in August 480 BC. 
Despite being greatly inferior in numbers, the Greeks held the narrow pass for three days with 
Spartan King Leonidas fighting a last-ditch defense with a small force of Spartans and other 
Greek allies. Ultimately the Persians under the leadership of Xerxes (Book of Esther) took 
control of the pass, but the heroic defeat of Leonidas would assume legendary proportions 
for later generations of Greeks. Within a year the Persian invasion would be repelled at the 
battles of Salamis and Plataea (near Corinth). The important strategic military position of 
the Thermopylae Pass is revealed several times in history, including a battle in 279 BC when 
the Greeks faced invading Gauls, in 191 BC when a Roman army defeated Antiochus III, and 
as recent as 1941 AD when Allied New Zealand forces clashed with those of Germany. We 
continue south to modern Delphi for one overnight. (B,D) 

NOV 5, SUN DELPHI
We check out of the hotel and 
depart at 8:00 AM. We arrive at 
Delphi – the center of the Ancient 
world, the “omphalos” (navel) of the 
earth – whose prestige extended 
far beyond the boundaries of the 
Hellenic world. Located on the slopes 
of Mt. Parnassos in a landscape of 
natural beauty and majesty, we will 
walk the Sacred Way (Sacra Via) 
to the Treasury of the Athenians, 
the Theater and the Temple of 
Apollo where the Pythia performed 
her prophetic rituals. People came 
to Delphi from all over Greece and 
beyond to have their questions about 
the future answered by the Pythia, 

the priestess of Apollo. Her answers, usually cryptic, could determine the course of everything 
from when a farmer planted his seedlings, to when an empire should declare war. The whole 
oracle process was a lengthy one, usually taking a whole day and only carried out on specific 
days of the year. First the priestess would perform various actions of purification such as 
washing in the nearby Castalian Spring, burning laurel leaves, and drinking holy water. Next an 
animal – usually a goat – was sacrificed. The party seeking advice would then offer a pelanos 
(a sort of pie) before being allowed into the inner chamber of the temple where the priestess 
resided and gave her pronouncements. The Pythia would go into a trance, supposedly having 
breathed vapors from a cleft in the rocks, and delivered messages from the god Apollo to 
whoever sought her advice. Delphi was for many centuries the cultural and religious center 
and symbol of unity for the Hellenistic world. Between 500-300 BC, the Oracle at Delphi 
(which was regarded as the most trustworthy oracle) was at its peak. In Roman times (200 AD 
– 300 BC), the sanctuary was favored by some Roman emperors and plundered by others. The 
Oracle of Delphi was abolished in 393 AD by Emperor Theodosius, who made Christianity 
the official religion of the Byzantine Empire. No longer used, the temples fell into disrepair 
and their materials were plundered for new buildings. The Archaeological Museum has 
numerous masterpieces of Greek sculpture, including the bronze Charioteer and the famous 
athlete Aghias. We drive to Athens where we will spend 3 overnights. (B,D)

NOV 6, MON ATHENS: ACROPOLIS, PARTHENON, MARS HILL, 
ACROPOLIS MUSEUM, FILOPAPPOU HILL
Our day begins at the world renowned Acropolis where we will visit the Propylaea, 
the Parthenon, and the Erectheum. A propylaea is any monumental gateway in Greek 
architecture. The best known Greek example is the Propylaea that serves as the entrance to 
the Acropolis in Athens which was part of a rebuilding effort in 437 BC. Serving as the principal 
entrance, the Propylaea is unique on the Acropolis since it is not dedicated to any deity. It was 
a purely secular building to provide a secure entrance to those wishing to enter the Acropolis. 
The most dominate and most famous building on the Acropolis is the Parthenon (Temple 
to Athena) which is dedicated to the city’s patron deity – Athena. Finished in 432 BC, the 
Parthenon temple would remain in use for more than a thousand years, and despite the ravages 
of time, explosions, looting, and pollution damage, it still dominates the modern city of Athens, 
a magnificent testimony to the glory and importance the city enjoyed throughout antiquity. The 
Erectheion was named after the demi-god Erechtheus, the mythical Athenian king. This small 
shrine was the resting place of the ancient wooden cult statue of Athena and other statues of 
lesser deities. The outstanding feature of the Erechtheion are the six Caryatids (korai – as 
they were known to the ancient Greeks). These finely-sculptured figures are not unique to this 
building. Sacred sites at Delphi and Olympia also had korai statuary. Leaving the Acropolis we 
arrive at Mars Hill (site of the Aeropagus) where the apostle Paul stood before the city council 
members and declared, “Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. For as 
I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with 
this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD” (Acts 17:22-23). From here we can view the Agora, 
the market place of Athens. Here too Paul addressed the people of Athens and reasoned with 
Athenians for Jesus being the Son of God (Acts 17:17). Paul probably spent the entire winter 
in Athens before he left for Corinth. Next is the Acropolis Museum which showcases 
the statuary art, relief panels, vases and votive offering associated with the Acropolis. We end 
the day with a visit to the top of Filopappou Hill for a sunset view of the Acropolis. This 
hill is named after the burial monument of Filopappou, a respected Athenian who died in 116 
AD. Portions of his monument remain giving us a glimpse of its original grandeur. Overnight 
Athens. (B,D)
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NOV 7, TUE  
CORINTHIAN CANAL, 
CORINTH, CENCHRAEAE, 
ISTHMIA, DIOLOKOS
We begin our day with a drive to 
ancient Corinth. In route we will visit 
the Corinthian Canal which is a 4 
mile (6.5 km) man-made cut across the 
narrow Isthmus of Corinth. Completed 
in 1893 AD the canal allows passage 
between the Gulf of Corinth and the 
Saronic Gulf saving ship from having 
to navigate around the Peloponnese 
Peninsula. In antiquity, ships would 
land either at the westward port 
of Lechaeum or the eastward 
port of Cenchreae and have their 
merchandise and their ship transported 
over land to the other port and from 

there continue their seaward journey. Arriving at Corinth, it was here that Silas and Timothy 
rejoined Paul and here the Apostle lived and preached for a year and a half. While in ministry 
at Corinth, Paul wrote First and Second Thessalonians to the newly established church in 
Thessalonica. Later, the church at Corinth would receive two letters from Paul (First and 
Second Corinthians). Paul met Aquila and Priscilla in Corinth who came to Corinth from 
Rome due to persecution during the reign of Claudius (Acts 18:1-17). Aquila was a tent maker 
like Paul and he stayed with them and developed a lifelong friendship. As was Paul’s custom he 
preached in the synagogue and some Jews and Gentiles became believers in Jesus the Messiah. 
Others in the synagogue opposed Paul and he had to take his preaching and teaching next 
door to the house of Titus Justus, a God-fearing Gentile. Eventually the synagogue Jews had 
had enough of Paul’s disruption and brought Paul before Gallio, the procouncil, but Gallio 
refused to hear the case against Paul since it was an internal Jewish argument regarding their 
own beliefs. We will see all of the Greek and Roman sites associated with Paul’s ministry: the 
Agora, the Temple of Apollo, the Roman Odeon, the Bema and Gallio’s Seat. Leaving 
Corinth we travel 6.5 miles (9 km) east to the seaport city of Cenchreae. Corinth was inland 
so Cenchreae served as Corinth’s eastward commercial port to Athens and places beyond. 
Paul, having taken a vow, cut his hair and boarded a ship in Cenchreae to return to Jerusalem 
(via Ephesus and Caesarea) (Acts 18:18). His desire was to reach Jerusalem in time for Passover. 
There is no mention of Paul preaching in Cenchreae, but his letter to the Romans includes a 
note of introduction and recommendation for a woman named Phoebe. She was a leader in 
the church at Cenchreae, where she served as a deacon. She was also a patron or benefactor 
of the congregation, which probably meant that she provided financial support (Rom 16:1-2). 
Our last stop of the day is at Isthmia, located 3 miles (5 km) north of Cenchreae. In Isthmia 
there is a sanctuary complex dedicated to the worship of the Greek god Poseidon. It was built 
around 700 BC. In 584 BC Isthmia became the site of the famous Isthmian Games which 
continued well into later Greek and Roman periods. We will visit the stadium and a museum 
dedicated to the Isthmian Games. Our last stop of the day will be to view the Diolokos, the 
over-land stone roadway used for the transport of ships and their merchandise between the 
Gulf of Corinth and the Saronic Gulf. Return to Athens for overnight. (B,D)

NOV 8, WED DEPART ATHENS, FLY ROME - VATICAN MUSEUMS, 
SISTINE CHAPEL
We make our way to Athens International Airport for our flight to Rome. 
Our entire day will be dedicated to visiting the Vatican and its art museums, including the 
Rooms of Raphael, the Belvedere Courtyard, the Gallery of the Maps, the Gallery 
of the Tapestries and much, much more. Our Vatican visit will include a viewing of the 
magnificent Sistine Chapel, the Pietà, the magnificent dome of Michelangelo and other 
monuments of artistic importance. Overnight Rome (B,D) 
*Please note that a strict dress code is enforced at St. Peter’s Church. Ladies, your knees and shoulders 
must be covered and men, you must cover your shoulders and wear full-length trousers.

NOV 9, THU 
ROME: COLOSSEUM, 
ROMAN FORUM, ARCH OF 
TITUS, PALATINE HILL, 
MAMERTINE PRISON, 
SAINT PAUL AT THE 
THREE FOUNTAINS
Our day begins with a visit to 
the Colosseum. An engineering 
marvel in its time, it was known 
as the Flavium Amphitheater, 
after the family of emperors who 
built it. Commissioned around 70-
72 AD by Emperor Vespasian, 
it was opened for games 10 years 
later by his son Titus. A bronze 
inscription suggests that the 
treasures taken from the Jewish 
Temple in Jerusalem provided 

funding for the construction of the Colosseum. After four centuries of active use, the magnificent 
arena fell into neglect. We move into the Roman Forum which served as the political, social 
and business center of Rome. The ruins of triumphal arches, building complexes, temples and 
public spaces reveal over 400 years of building activities as each emperor tried to out-build his 
predecessor. Of special interest in the forum is the Arch of Titus. It is the oldest surviving arch in 
Rome, has only one opening, and is perhaps the most well-proportioned of the arches still standing. 
It was built to commemorate the immensely popular emperor Titus, who died suddenly during a 
plague in 81 AD, after only a two-year reign as emperor, and to celebrate his successful victory over 
the Jewish Revolt of 66-73 AD and the fall of Jerusalem (70 AD). Domitian, the younger, 
not-so-popular brother of Titus, had the arch constructed to honor Titus’ popularity, and possibly 
to take advantage of it for himself. It was dedicated in 85 AD with great pomp. There are several 
important relief sculptures on the arch, including the spoils of the Jerusalem Temple carried in 
triumphal procession. The menorah and the table of showbread carried by Roman soldiers 
are thought to represent the procession at the dedication of the arch. Adjacent to the forum is 
Palatine Hill standing 40 meters above the forum. The hill was a popular place for emperor 
palaces, including those of Augustus (27 BC – 14 AD), Tiberius (14 – 37 AD) and Domitian (81 
– 96 AD). The afternoon is dedicated to the final days in the life of the apostle Paul. The Mamertine 
Prison is the traditional site of Paul’s second imprisonment. The prison consisted of two 
vaulted chambers, one above the other. Known for its deplorable treatment of prisoners … neglect, 
darkness and stench make it a dreadful and fearsome place. Paul writes in Philippians 1:13, “It has 
become known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment 
is for Christ.” In anticipation of his condemnation, Paul wrote the following words to his disciple 
Timothy (4:6-9), “For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my 
departure is near. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now 
there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award 
to me on that day, and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. Do your 
best to come to me quickly.” Tradition also maintains that the apostle Peter was sent to this prison 
prior to his crucifixion. Paul was not executed in the city of Rome but outside the city walls at a 
place know today as San Paolo alle Tre Fountane (Saint Paul at the Three Fountains). The 
martyrdom of St Paul is mentioned by St Ignatius of Antioch, and later by Eusebius of Caesarea who 
added the detail that it occurred in the reign of the emperor Nero, perhaps in 67 AD. The tradition 
that Paul was beheaded with a sword was deduced from his status as a Roman citizen, as this was the 
chosen method of executing malefactors of that class at the time. Overnight Rome (B,D)

NOV 10, FRI ROME: BASILICA OF SAINT PAUL OUTSIDE THE WALLS, 
CATACOMBS OF SAINT CALLIXTUS, BASILICA OF THE HOLY CROSS IN 
JERUSALEM, BASILICA OF SAINT JOHN IN LATERAN
We begin the day at the Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls. This is the traditional site of 
Paul’s burial and is located two miles from the place of his execution. Thought to be buried in a burial 
site owned by a devout Christian woman named Lucina, during the 1st century Paul’s followers 
erected a shrine over his grave. Early Christians frequently visited the site. The first church on 
the site was a small one, founded by Emperor Constantine in 324 AD. The church underwent 
enlargement and decline over the centuries. A fire in 1823 AD nearly destroyed the entire basilica. 
Much of what we see today is the result of a re-building effort that lasted into the 20th century. 
Next we visit the Catacombs of Saint Callixtus. Built sometime between 250 and 300 AD. 
These catacombs hold the graves of approximately 500,000 Christians, including dozens of martyrs 
and 16 pontiffs. The various galleries occupy 37 acres (15 hectares) and total 12.4 miles (20 km) 
of underground passageways 66 feet deep (20 m). At times, the galleries branch out into 5 levels, 
lined with dug-out niches 2 or 3 rows high. This is only one of about 60 catacomb complexes 
in the vicinity of Rome. Although Christianity became the state religion of the Roman Empire in 
380 AD, many Christians still desired to be buried in chambers alongside the martyrs. However, 
the practice of catacomb burial declined slowly, and the dead were increasingly buried in church 
cemeteries. Next is the Basilica of the Holy Cross in Jerusalem. This basilica puts saints and 
politics aside and focuses exclusively on Jesus himself. Specifically, it is dedicated to his last hours 
of suffering, torture, crucifixion and death; it is one of the world’s greatest repositories of relics 
related to Jesus of Nazareth. Even so, many scientists and church leaders are somewhat skeptical of 
the authenticity of many of the relics. We end our day at the Basilica of Saint John in Lateran, 
which is dedicated to John the Baptist and John the Evangelist.  Commissioned by Rome’s 
first Christian Emperor, Constantine the Great, it became the Popes’ own cathedral and official 
residence for the first millennium of Christian history. Constantine dedicated the original church to 
Jesus as Savior, confirming Christ’s superiority over Rome’s pagan gods and assuring the worldwide 
expansion of the Christian religion. In the 10th century, Pope Sergio III (904-911) added St. John 
the Baptist, and in the 12th century, Pope Lucius (1144- 1145), added St. John the Evangelist, to 
the basilica’s dedication. The art, architecture, mosaic work, frescoes and statuary are impressive. 
Overnight Rome. (B,D)

NOV 11, SAT DEPART ROME  -  Transfer to Rome Airport for flight back to USA. (B)

Corinth, Greece

Vatican, Italy
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PAYMENT  PROCEDURE:

1- $200 per person Deposit : January 10, 2017

2- Full (balance) Payment   : August 14, 2017

FOR PAYMENT (Visa or Mastercard) you can fill in the secure 
form at our website 
https://secure.tutkutours.com/tours/171101GRIT

Cancellation penalty:
- 90-60 days prior to departure No Penalty
- 59-30 days prior to departure 10%
- 29-15 days prior to departure 25% 
- 14-7 days prior to departure 50%
- 6 days - After    No refund

Gaziosmanpaşa Bulvarı 3/303 Izmir 35210 TURKEY
Phone: +90-232 441-8635 / 441-8676 / 441-8677

Fax: +90-232 441-8636
E-mail: info@tutkutours.com  •  www.tutkutours.com

Organized by

For Registration please contact:

$3,990   Per Person in Double Room

$990         Single Supplement

•	 International Air Fare between USA-Thessaloniki & Rome-USA

•	1 Night at Esperia Hotel in Kavala   
www.esperiakavala.gr/index.php?lang=gr&sec=13&ctg=23 or similar

•	1 Night at El Greco Hotel in Thessaloniki  
www.hotelelgreco.gr  or similar

•	1 Night at Amalia Hotel in Delphi www.amaliahoteldelphi.gr   or similar 

•	3 Nights at Acropolis Select Hotel in Athens   
http://acropoliselect.gr/?page_id=47  or similar

•	3 Nights at Cicerone Hotel in Rome www.hotelciceronerome.com   or similar 

•	Daily open buffet breakfasts at the hotels 

•	9 Dinners at the hotels

•	Sightseeing as per the itinerary

•	English Speaking, licensed local tour guides during all tours

•	Entry fees to the sites and museums

•	Service charges and local taxes

•	Whispers in Rome (to skip the lines)

•	Tips to the hotels Staff/Guides/Drivers

•	Lunches and drinks

•	All Personal Expenses, Travel and Health Insurance, All kind of insurances

•	Any other item not mentioned above
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Jason Oden
Ph: 513-885-5654

j3oden@gmail.com

Thessaloniki, Greece

Sistine Chapel,
Italy


