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Tour Itinerary:
Oct 4 Fri               Arrive in Istanbul 
Upon arrival at the Istanbul Ataturk Airport, you will meet our guide in the arrivals 
hall and head to your hotel with one of the scheduled shuttles. (Shuttle times will be 
set by TUTKU after receiving all arrival flight info from tour group members. Please 
ask for shuttle times.) Or, you can take taxi to hotel on your own. Optional Friday 
afternoon visit to Istanbul’s famous Grand Bazaar, one of the largest and oldest 
covered markets in the world, with 61 covered streets and over 4,000 shops. Dinner 
and overnight in Istanbul.

Oct 5 Sat              Istanbul (Constantinople)
After enjoying our Turkish breakfast, we will begin our tour of the historical highlights 
of Istanbul. First we will stroll through Hippodrome Square, the former sporting 
Sultan Ahmet or Blue Mosque, a 17th century Ottoman sanctuary adorned with six 
minarets and more than 20,000 hand-painted Iznik tiles. We walk directly across from 
the mosque to visit the Hagia Sophia (Saint Sophia), the domed Byzantine masterpiece 
that was built by Justinian (532-537) as an Eastern Orthodox cathedral and the largest 
Christian cathedral in the world until 1453 when Constantinople was conquered by the 
Turks. The church had 107 columns, fossil imbedded white marble floors, and beautiful 
glass mosaics. Today it is the Museum of Byzantine Art. Then we will walk or take a 
short bus ride to Eminonu to board our boat for a private tour on the Bosphorus. 
During the boat tour, we will see the European and Asian shores of Istanbul. Dinner 
and overnight in Istanbul.

Oct 6 Sun             Izmir (Smyrna) / Ephesus
Ephesus: “I know all the things you do. I have seen your hard work and 
your patient endurance,” John wrote to the church at Ephesus (Rev 2:2). 
But “you don’t love me or each other as you did at first!” (v 4). We spend 
most of the day in Ephesus, one of the most well-preserved archaeological sites in 
Turkey. Originally an ancient Greek Ionic city built in the 10th century B.C., Ephesus 
grew to become the largest city and capital of the Roman province of Asia Minor. 
This political influence and the city’s large Jewish community attracted the attention of 
early Christian evangelists, including Paul, who visited there on his second missionary 
journey, and then returned in 52 AD to spend more than three years there, including 
(possibly) some time in prison during which he may have written several of his letters 
(epistles) to churches he had planted on earlier missionary journeys. After leaving 
Ephesus in a tearful farewell, Paul traveled to Jerusalem where he was arrested and 
eventually taken as a prisoner to Rome. Before returning to our Izmir hotel, we will 
stop at the ruins of St. John’s Basilica. Constructed by Justinian I in the 6th century, this 
basilica stands over the traditional burial site of St John the Apostle who is believed to 
have spent many years in Ephesus caring for Mary, the mother of Jesus, before his final 
imprisonment on the island of Patmos nearby (45mi/75km) and where he wrote his 
messages to the seven churches of Asia. Dinner and overnight in Izmir.

Oct 7 Mon            Smyrna / Pergamum / Fly Istanbul
Smyrna: “I know about your suffering and your poverty—but you are rich!” 
(Rev 2:9) “Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as 
your victor’s crown” (v 10).
This morning, we will visit the archaeological remains of the ancient city of Smyrna. 
Smyrna was second of the Seven Churches that the Apostle John addressed. We will 
see what remains of the Agora, the ancient market place that was built in the 4th 
century BC. 
Pergamum: “I know that you live in the city where Satan has his throne, 
yet you have remained loyal to me. You refused to deny me even when 
Antipas, my faithful witness, was martyred among you there in Satan’s 
city” (Rev 2:13). From Smyrna we travel on to the ruins of Pergamum where we will 
tour the acropolis which sits atop a 1000-foot windswept mountain, offering a view 
of the neighboring modern towns, the azure waters of the Aegean, and the ruins of 
Pergamum that cascade down from the ancient city center. Afterwards, we will explore 
the Asklepion, said to be one of the world’s first full-service health clinics, a spa that 
attracted health pilgrims from all over the region, including Roman Emperors Hadrian 
and Marcus Aurelius. Transfer to Izmir Airport for flight to Istanbul. Overnight at Yo 
Hotel Istanbul Airport. 

Oct 8 Tue morning flight Istanbul-Thessaloniki / Philippi / Thessaloniki
Luke writes, “From [Neapolis] we reached Philippi, a major city of that 
district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. And we stayed there several 
days. On the Sabbath we went a little way outside the city to a riverbank, 
where we thought people would be meeting for prayer, and we sat down 
to speak with some women who had gathered there. One of them was 
Lydia from Thyatira, a merchant of expensive purple cloth, who worshiped 
God. As she listened to us, the Lord opened her heart, and she accepted 
what Paul was saying. She and her household were baptized, and she asked 
us to be her guests. ‘If you agree that I am a true believer in the Lord,’ 
she said, ‘come and stay at my home.’ And she urged us until we agreed.” 
(Acts 16:12-15). After a one-hour flight from Istanbul to Thessaloniki, we travel 
with our new Greek guide to Philippi, one of Paul’s first stops in Europe on his second 
missionary journey. He planted a church here with the assistance of Lydia, and later 
wrote a letter to this young church, our Book of Philippians. The Roman forum, 
completely excavated, is from after Paul’s time. Among the ruins, located on the 
rocky ledge above the town’s main road is the remains of a prison. “Along about 
midnight, Paul and Silas were at prayer and singing a robust hymn to God. 
The other prisoners couldn’t believe their ears. Then, without warning, 
a huge earthquake! The jailhouse tottered, every door flew open, all the 
prisoners were loose” (Acts 16:25-26). Dinner and overnight in Thessaloniki.

Oct 9 Wed            Thessaloniki / Veria (Berea) / Meteora
“They took the road south through Amphipolis and Apollonia to 
Thessalonica, where there was a community of Jews. Paul went to their 
meeting place, as he usually did when he came to a town, and for three 
Sabbaths running he preached to them from the Scriptures. He opened up 
the texts so they understood what they’d been reading all their lives: that 
the Messiah absolutely had to be put to death and raised from the dead—
there were no other options—and that ‘this Jesus I’m introducing you to is 
that Messiah’” (Acts 17: 1-3). We will spend several hours in Thessaloniki, the city 
where Paul shared the gospel message and experienced much opposition. Here Paul 
established a church to which he addressed his Thessalonian letters. Visit St. George’s 
Basilica, which tradition claims is built over the synagogue where Paul preached. View 
the Old City Ramparts, and the Galerius Arch that rises over the Via Egnatia. Visit the 
Archaeological Museum and the ancient agora. See two of the most beautiful basilicas 
in the city, St. Sophia and St. Demetrios, dedicated to a distinguished member of the 
Roman army and a martyred Christian convert. Drive to Meteora seeing Berea along 
the way. 
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“That night, under cover of darkness, their friends got Paul and Silas out 
of town as fast as they could. They sent them to Berea, where they again 
met with the Jewish community. They were treated a lot better there than 
in Thessalonica. The Jews received Paul’s message with enthusiasm and 
met with him daily, examining the Scriptures to see if they supported what 
he said. A lot of them became believers, including many Greeks who were 
prominent in the community, women and men of influence” (Acts 17:10-
12). Dinner and overnight in Kalambaka.

Oct 10 Thurs       Meteora / Athens
Visit the rock forest of Meteora in western Thessaly and ponder the rough terrain in 
which the apostle Paul walked during his missionary journey. See famous Byzantine 
monasteries perched precariously on summits of soaring, sheer-sided grey rock 
pinnacles of varied and spectacular shapes. As early as the 11th century, monks 
occupied the caverns of Meteora. However, monasteries were not built until the 
14th century, when the monks sought refuge in the face of an increasing number of 
Turkish attacks on Greece. At this time access to the top was via removable ladders 
or windlass. Today getting up is a lot simpler due to steps being carved into the rock 
during the 1920s. Of the 24 monasteries, only 6 (four male, two female) are still 
functioning, with each housing fewer than 10 persons. Visit one of these monasteries. 
Travel on to Athens. Dinner and overnight in Athens.

Oct 11 Fri             Athens
Today we will visit to the Agora where St. Paul preached and where Socrates thought 
and was forced to drink the deadly hemlock. We will climb the Acropolis to see the 
ruins of the Parthenon, Erectheum and Propylae. Afterwards, we will ascend Mars Hill 
where Paul spoke to the ancient Athenians about the one and only God. “So Paul 
took his stand in the open space at the Areopagus and laid it out for them. 
‘It is plain to see that you Athenians take your religion seriously. When 
I arrived here the other day, I was fascinated with all the shrines I came 
across. And then I found one inscribed, TO THE GOD NOBODY KNOWS. 
I’m here to introduce you to this God so you can worship intelligently, know 
who you’re dealing with’” (Acts 17:22-23). From here we have an excellent 
view of the ancient agora, former center of the Athenian public life. We will visit the 
theater of Dionysus, the Temple of the Wingless Victory, National Archaeological 
Museum, and the Acropolis Museum, one of the most important museums in the 
world devoted to ancient Greek art. Overnight in Athens. 

Oct 12, Sat           Corinth
After breakfast at our hotel we take about an hour bus ride to Corinth. “After 
Athens, Paul went to Corinth. That is where he discovered Aquila, a Jew 
born in Pontus, and his wife, Priscilla. They had just arrived from Italy, 
part of the general expulsion of Jews from Rome ordered by Claudius. Paul 
moved in with them, and they worked together at their common trade of 
tentmaking. But every Sabbath he was at the meeting place, doing his best 
to convince both Jews and Greeks about Jesus” (Acts 18:1-4). Here under 
the shadow of the towering acropolis, St. Paul preached and lived for two years. The 
vigorous and mostly Gentile church he founded here in 50 AD gave him both joy and 
grief, and prompted him to write at least four letters to the Corinthians (two of which 
are in our New Testament). Visit the ruins of the ancient city where Paul worked with 
Aquila and Priscilla. See the remains of the first century shops, the agora where Paul’s 
trial by Gallio took place, the Fountain of Peirene, Temple of Apollo and the Bema. 
Return to Athens for dinner and overnight. (Some of our group may leave Saturday 
evening.)

Oct 13 Sun           Departure from Athens
This morning we will say goodbye and wish each other God’s blessings as we return to 
our homes or continue our journeys. (Depending on travel schedules, some may leave 
Saturday night).

Corinth
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TOUR MAP

INCLUDING

EXCLUDING

PAYMENT

• Istanbul-Izmir domestic flight
• Izmir-Istanbul domestic flight
• Istanbul-Thessaloniki international flight
• 2 Nights at 4 star Moevenpick Grand Halic Hotel in Istanbul or similar
• 1 Night at 4 star Moevenpick Hotel in Izmir or similar
• 1 Night at 4 star Yo Hotel Istanbul Airport or similar
• 1 Night at 4 star Grand Palace Hotel in Thessaloniki or similar
• 1 Night at 4 star Amalia Hotel in Kalambaka or similar
• 3 Nights at 4 star Parthenon Hotel in Athens or similar
• Daily breakfast and 9 dinners at the hotels
• All transportation by private A/C Bus
• English-speaking, government-licensed guides in Turkey and Greece
• All entry fees to the sites and museums
• Sightseeing as per the itinerary
• Service charges and local taxes

• Turkish Visa Fee to be paid online prior to arrival www.evisa.gov.tr 
• Lunches and Drinks 
• Flights, Personal Expenses, Travel & Health Insurance, all kinds of insurances, 

laundry, phone calls 
• Tips to Tour Guides and drivers (suggested: $5 per person per day for the 

guides - $2 for drivers)

$2,790  Per Person in Double Occupancy

$450  Single Room Supplement
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Deposit  : $200 per person on or before June 1, 2019
Limited space : register early
Full payment : on or before September 1, 2019

PAYMENT : Participants can pay directly to TUTKU TOURS 
with a credit card (Visa or Mastercard only), they can fill in the secure 
form at our website  https://secure.tutkutours.com/tours/191004TG
Cancellation Penalty:  
– 90–60 days prior to departure : No Penalty
– 59–45 days prior to departure : 25%
– 44–30 days prior to departure : 50%
– 29–15 days prior to departure : 75%
– 14 days & After      : No refund

   EMERGENCY NUMBERS:
• TUTKU MAIN OFFICE : TUTKU TOURS – Office Phone: +90-232-4418676/77
• TUTKU OPERATIONS : Ms. Sema Ankarali – Mobile Phone: +90-532-296-9396
• TUTKU PRESIDENT  : Levent Oral  -  Mobile Phone: +90-532-296-6921 
• TUTKU GREECE OFFICE : Ms. Burcu Camci (Greece in Style) Ph: +30-694-364-5178
• Nate Showalter: +1 717 826 0329



PAYMENT  PROCEDURE:

Deposit  : $200 per person on June 1, 2019 

Full Payment  : September 5, 2019

PAYMENT : Participants can pay directly to TUTKU TOURS with a credit card (Visa or Mastercard only), they can fill in the secure form at   
    our website  https://secure.tutkutours.com/tours/191004TG

Cancellation Penalty:  
– 90–60 days prior to departure: No Penalty   
– 59–45 days prior to departure: 25%   
– 44–30 days prior to departure: 50%   
– 29–15 days prior to departure: 75%
– 14 days & After           No refund
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Gaziosmanpaşa Bulvarı 3/303 Izmir 35210 TURKEY
Phone: +90-232 441-8635 / 441-8676 / 441-8677

Visit for other tours: www.tutkutours.com
Email for customized group & individual tour requests: info@tutkutours.com

EMERGENCY NUMBERS:
• TUTKU MAIN OFFICE : TUTKU TOURS – Office Phone: +90-232-4418676/77
• TUTKU OPERATIONS : Ms. Sema Ankarali – Mobile Phone: +90-532-296-9396
• TUTKU PRESIDENT : Levent Oral  -  Mobile Phone: +90-532-296-6921 
• TUTKU GREECE OFFICE : Ms. Burcu Camci (Greece in Style) Ph: +30-694-364-5178


