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Sketching & Painting Workshop in Turkey

Tour Itinerary:

May 07  Mon      Departure from US
Overnight flight to Turkey. To the Aegean coast Izmir. 

May 08 Tue       Arrive to Izmir
Transfer to the hotel. Dinner and overnight in Izmir. (D)

May 09 Wed      Izmir 
After breakfast, short orientation tour in 3rd largest city of Turkey. We will 
visit Konak and see the famous clock tower of Izmir where the workshop will  
commence. Then we will also visit one of the Art Exhibitions in Izmir. Dinner at a 
local restaurant and overnight. (B,D)

May 10 Thu      Pergamum  (Archaeological site painting)
Daily tour to Pergamum. First, visit the Acropolis of the capital of its own kingdom. 
Then, make art on the location of this amazing archaeological site with a splendid 
view of Bakırcay valley. Dinner and overnight in Izmir.  (B,D) (Those interested 
should research the Pergamum Altar presently in Berlin)

May 11 Fri        Izmir
We will start the day early so we can catch the morning shadows of the magical 
city of Izmir! Located near the sea, the city contains lots of cultural richness. A 
group critique for all interested will take place before dinner. Dinner at a local 
restaurant with some Turkish artists in Izmir (B,D)  

May 12 Sat        Ephesus  (Archaeological site painting) (Visit the weavers 
and Ceramic workshop)
Morning drive to Ephesus.  Visit the city of Artemis with her temple, the famous 
library, the great theater and more.  We will nestle ourselves out of the tourist throngs 
to sketch and paint in this amazing archaeological site. We will have lunch at a carpet 
weaver workshop and have opportunity to learn the details of this old Turkish Art. End 
of the day we will also visit a ceramic workshop. Where we will admire the Turkish 
motifs on red and white clay. Dinner and overnight in Izmir. (B,L,D)

May 13 Sun      Izmir -  Istanbul
Flight to Istanbul. After a short orientation transfer to the hotel. On location for 
painting as soon as we all get settled in! The views will astound you! Dinner and 
overnight. (B,D)

May 14 Mon      
Istanbul (History & Culture)
A day off from instruction but 
bring your sketchbooks and 
cameras! Today, we will discover 
the historical sites of the city of 
seven hills. The Eastern Rome 
also called Constantinopolis 
still has this magic and exotic 
atmosphere. We will visit 
the Blue Mosque, Islamic Art 
Museum, Hagia Sophia and 

Topkapı Palace one by one.  Then we will finish our day in the famous Grand 
Bazaar. Dinner at a local restaurant. (B,D)

DISCOVER YOUR ARTISTIC SKILLS IN HISTORICAL SITES

Hagia Sophia,
Istanbul

Deborah Mitchell is an artist, curator, and educator who searches for a greater 
understanding of life through the diversity of ancient cultures and the beauty of 
the natural world. 

An on-going series of monotypes had its inspiration from research and sketches done on 
location while in Turkey, several of which were shown during the Izmir Biennial in 2015. She 
received the South Dakota Artist’s Fellowship for 2015.
She is the Director of the Apex Gallery as well as Assistant Professor in the Humanities 
Department at the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology where she teaches 
drawing and art history.

My philosophy for creating while on location:
Landscape has always been a primary source of inspiration and, travel to new places seems 
to heighten my creative drive. I was a plein air painter for many years until I started traveling 
via motorcycle. Having to travel light with limited art supplies was a liberating moment!
In addition, I found documenting my trips through sketching far more compelling than simply 
photographing the sights. It forced me to slow down and really engage in the environment. 
Observing elements and lighting first hand while recording with limited time not only 
heightens the experience but also your observational skills as well.
Traveling light in a foreign country has many advantages. Visual artists are often paralyzed 
by too many options. The supply list for our trip is a selection of light weight, fast drying, and 
non-solvent media to explore and put to good use. Additionally we will search out collage 
materials in the bazars and shops during our trip. 

Fill your sketchbook with plans, drawings, and paintings when we visit 
archaeological sites, artists studios, and museums of this incredible 
country. We will encounter art that spans from the neolithic, to the 
Ottoman Empire, and all the way up to cutting edge contemporary in the 
museums and galleries of Istanbul. There is an option to show 
your work in an exhibit from our tour in Istanbul.

Prof. Deborah Mitchell
Associate Professor,
Department of Humanities
Director of APEX Gallery

Ephesus
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Sketching & Painting Workshop in Turkey

May 15 Tue       Istanbul (Asian side of Istanbul)
On location for painting on the Anatolian side of the city. Camlica hill is one of the 
best places for an unforgettable outdoor workhop experience.  Back to the hotel, 
dinner at a local restaurant. (B,D)

May 16 Wed      Istanbul  (Modern Art Museum) (Glass Art Workshop)
Visit the Modern Art Museum of Istanbul. Istanbul’s art scene is gaining world 
prominence! And you will see why when we visit this world class venue! After the 
guided visit of the museum, visit a glass workshop. Meet the artists and see the 
process of glass art. Dinner and overnight. (B,D)

May 17 Thu      Istanbul  (Spice Market & Boat on Bosphorus)
Today we will first visit the Spice Market then we will take a ferry for a cruise on 
Bosphorus. After our cruise we will take our bus to drive on the sea shore to 
work on location. Our final group critique in preparation for our exhibition. On 
the Bosporus you can see modern, cutting edge Turkish architecture alongside the 
splendor of traditional Ottoman architecture.   Dinner at a local restaurant. (B,D)

May 18 Fri        Istanbul  (Exhibition day)
We’ll start the day preparing the art you want to exhibit then free time to explore 
the city. Exhibition at the hotel or in an art gallery. Dinner and overnight. (B,D)

May 19 Sat        Istanbul airport. Transfer to Istanbul Ataturk Airport.

May 19 Sat  Fly to Cappadocia 
Transfer to Istanbul Airport. Fly to Cappadocia. Meet and transfer to the hotel. 
After an otrientation tour in the region check-in to the hotel. Dinner and 
overnight.  (B,D)

May 20 Sun   Full Day Cappadocia tour;  
Visit Goreme Open Air Museum, the Underground City, Pasabag Valley, and 
Avanos Village. Dinner and overnight (B,D)  

May 21 Mon  Cappadocia 
Optional Hot Air Balloon Tour in early morning (06:00-08:00). Then proceed to Cappadocia 
tour; visit the Wine Factory, and Zelve Valley. Uchisar. Dinner and overnight. (B,D)

May 22 Tue    Departure 
After breakfast at the hotel, transfer to Cappadocia airport. Fly to Istanbul. End of our services.

May 7–19, 2018

$3,390 Per Person in Double Occupancy

$770 Single Supplement

$950 Per Person in Double Occupancy

$210 Single Supplement

•	All international flight
•	Meals which are not listed at the itinerary 
•	All drink and personal expenses 
•	Turkish Visa Fee 
•	Tips 

•	Meals which are not listed at the itinerary 
•	All drink and personal expenses 
•	Tips 

•	3 Nights 4 Star Hotel Dilek Kaya Hotel  www.dilekkayaotel.com
•	Daily breakfasts
•	All sightseeing as per the itinerary
•	All Entry fees to the sites and museums
•	All transfers and transportation
•	English Speaking licensed tour guide during the tours
•	Service charges and local taxes
•	Domestic flight from Istanbul to Cappadocia
•	Domestic flight from Cappadocia to Istanbul
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•	11 nights hotel accommodation, at 4 star hotels. 
•	 Izmir Hotel Karaca 
•	 Istanbul Grand Haliç
•	All workshops with Deborah Mitchell
•	Contact with Turkish Artists
•	A beach chair for all participants
•	One day private Ephesus Tour and workshop at an archaeological site
•	One day private Pergamum Tour and workshop at the archaeological site
•	One day private Istanbul Historical Sites Tour
•	One day Spice Market visit and regular Bosphorus boat cruise
•	Comprehensive sightseeings as specified in the program 
•	Professional Lisenced Tour Guide thoroughout the program
•	Daily breakfasts (B)
•	11 dinners (D)
•	Transportations with AC vehicles
•	All entry fees to the sites & museums   
•	Flight ticket from Izmir to Istanbul
•	Local taxes & service charges  

CAPPADOCIA
EXTENSION

May 19-22

INCLUDING
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PAYMENT  PROCEDURE:

1- $200 per person Deposit for booking
2- Full Payment : February 28, 2018 
You can make your payment from our secured link: (Visa & Master only) https://secure.tutkutours.com/tours/180507DEB

Cancellation penalty:
- 90-60 days prior to departure:   No Penalty
- 59-45 days prior to departure:   25%
- 44-30 days prior to departure:   50% 
- 29-15 days prior to departure:   75%
- 14-1  days prior to departure:    No refund

TURKISH VISA: US and Canadian citizens can get the Turkish Visa online before arrival www.evisa.gov.tr  
Citizens of ALL other countries are responsible for checking their own countries’ visa regulations for travel.

International flight: For all your flight bookings you may call 1–800–TURKIYE and ask for Ms. Ayata.

Travel Insurance: Travel insurance may be purchased separately at an extra cost. Travel Insurance is a contract between the traveller and the 
Insurance Company (American Express, or other). To obtain your travel insurance, please call 1–800–TURKIYE and ask for Ms. Ayata.

USEFUL INFORMATION

Gaziosmanpaşa Bulvarı 3/303 Izmir 35210 TURKEY
Phone: +90–232 441–8635 / 441–8676 / 441–8677

Fax: +90–232 441–8636
E–mail: info@tutkutours.com  •  www.tutkutours.com

Here is an interview I gave about my artwork from April 2015: http://www.artsrapidcity.org/blogpage/detail_article/60/114    My website: www.DeborahMitchellArtist.com

The Class:
We will be traveling to some of the most spectacular and historic sites in the classical world. At each location we will have the opportunity to wander around and photograph 
first then situate ourselves away from the crowds for our lesson. 
My personal approach to making art on location is to capture a sense of place. A well observed sketch with a solid structure can be used as a source for subsequent work 
created in your studio back home! 
I will start each session with a step by step explanation for visual strategies such as capturing light, emphasizing color, or planning the compositional elements. You are free to 
try out the concept for any given day or to do your own thing. I will be on hand to assist you or to answer any questions you may have.

Supplies: 
Tutku Tours will provide folding lawn chairs for each participant. You may want to bring along a plein air umbrella and a large hat. We will work small, on our laps to cut 
down on hauling around easels and other equipment. I recommend a 14x18” portfolio which is on the small side but will fit nicely in your lap. You may want to get a drawing 
board that will fit inside the portfolio you choose. Martin Universal Design Pissarro Portfolio at Dick Blick has adjustable compartments for organizing your supplies. As of 
today the 14x18” is listed at around $55.00.

Suggested Media:
•	Travel sized watercolor kit or a selection of water colors with a palette.
•	Water soluble colored pencils
•	Graphite pencils (2B, 4B, 6B, 8B) and water soluble graphite pencils (Light, Medium, Dark)
•	Selection of Pigma Micron pens
•	Niji, or water brush. Small selection of watercolor brushes
•	Pencil sharpener, (the kind that contains your pencil shavings as we don’t want to leave anything behind!)
•	Erasers, (a battery powered eraser has a lot of benefits when used with a steel stencil!)
•	Chamois, stainless steel stencil, water cup for painting, packet of hand wipes, masking tape.

Paper: 
Watercolor paper. Watercolor post cards work well or a small watercolor paper block.
Pastel paper. (I use black paper, it has a nice effect. Get a large sheet and tear into different sizes.)
Sketchbook of your choosing

organized by

Deborah Mitchell’s Works from Turkey


