
TOTAL PACKAGE PRICE: $ 4,850 USD pp 
LAND-ONLY TOUR PRICE:  $ 3,600 USD pp 

 

Based on Double Occupancy.  Single Supplement:  $800 USD 
Tour Group Size = 16 - 22 Pilgrims total. Flight costs subject to availability. 

$500 USD Immediate Refundable Deposit to secure your Registration 
Reservations open until end of Jan 2018. See website or email us for details. 

 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS: 
Hagia Sophia and the marvels of Istanbul 
Tarsus, the birthplace of Paul 
Antioch, where Jesus followers were first named Christians 
Magnificant archaeological ruins at Psidian Antioch 
Boat trip to the island of Patmos 
Majestic Celsus Library façade at Ephesus 
Churches of the Revelation—unexcavated and excavated 
Oracle of Apollo at Delphi; Monastaries in the Meteora Mtns 
Ancient and modern city of Athens 

 

ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
Return economy class flights ex. Vancouver, Canada 
All Hotels and Transfers for 17 nights total 
Private air-conditioned bus for our group 
Licensed, prof. bus drivers and English-speaking guides 
All breakfasts and dinners, special farewell group dinner 
Unlimited bottled drinking water on the bus 
All Site Entry fees with souvenir ticket stubs and maps 
All Gratuities, Honorariums & Tips (guide, driver, hotels) 
All Entry and Border Visas, border crossings group assisted 
University-level, academic, Evangelical biblical teaching 
Evangelical Christian Biblical fellowship, worship, prayer 
 

Early summer is an ideal time of year to travel 
Personal Travel Medical Insurance required 
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Follow the footsteps of the Apostle Paul as he boldly 
brings the Gospel to the ancient Gentile world of 
Asia Minor (modern day Turkey and Greece). Explore 
the cradle of Christianity through Paul’s missionary 
journeys. Ascend with John to his heavenly vision as 
you visit Patmos and the churches of the Revelation. 

www.sacredbridgetravel.com 
info@sacredbridgetravel.com 

 

SACRED BRIDGE TRAVEL:  Ivan De Silva, BA MDiv ThM 
EMAIL:  info@sacredbridgetravel.com    PHONE:  +1 (604) 516-9416 

 

TURKEY  &  GREECE 
Following Paul,  Ascending with John 

 

Biblical Travel Tour With Ivan De Silva 

Sacred Bridge Travel 

 

MAY 15 — JUNE 2,  2018 

 
info@sacredbridgetravel.com 

 
Join Sacred Bridge Travel to experience the lands of the Bible, 

the Sacred Bridge across which God called and sent His people into the world.  
Be challenged into a deeper understanding of your Chrstian 

heritage and a closer faith walk with the Lord. 

SACRED BRIDGE TRAVEL 

BIBLICAL TEACHING & TRAVEL TOURS 

WWW.SACREDBRIDGETRAVEL.COM 



Day Date SBT 2018 TOUR  ITINERARY - TURKEY 

0 
MAY 
15th The Journey beings: Depart home town; fly to Istanbul, Turkey. 

1 16th Arrive in Istanbul by mid-afternoon: Meet your group at the Airport and drive out to a leisurely 
evening Boat Cruise on the Bosphorus – see both European and Asian shores. Overngt (1nt). 

2 17th 

Istanbul Day Tour, Fly to Antioch (Hatay): Walk the heart of Istanbul Old City, St Chora Church, 
Hippodrome Square. The Archaeological Museum and Museum of the Ancient Orient are two world 
class museums where artefacts from all over the Near East are housed. Walk through the Hagia 
Sophia, that, for 1000 years, was the largest church in Christendom. Built by Justinian, the church 
has 107 columns and beautiful glass mosaics. Dinner and domestic flight to Hatay, overngt (2nts). 

3 18th 

Antioch (Hatay) – Seleucia Pieria: Antioch is the place where the followers of Jesus were first 
called Christians. Here is the Church of St. Peter, a grotto discovered by the Crusaders and 
reputed to be the cave church where early Christians met in secret. Visit the Mosaic Museum. On 
to Seleucia Pieria, the ancient port town of Antioch, from which Paul and Barnabas set out 
together and where Paul returned afterwards. 

4 19th 

Tarsus – Lystra – Iconium (Konya): Visit Tarsus, the city where Paul was born, with the Church of 
St. Paul, the recently excavated remains of the Roman town center, and the Well of St. Paul. 
Ancient Lystra was twice visted by Paul; he healed a lame man and later was raised after being 
battered with stones; also Paul first met Timothy here. On to Iconium and its synagogue where 
Paul and Barnabas used to address the locals. After angering the authorities, they were warned in 
time to escape. Overnight in Konya (1nt). 

5 20th 

Psidian Antioch – Antalya: Drive to Yalvac, ancient Antioch of Pisidia. Paul visited here on his first 
missionary journey and addressed the congregation in the synagogue on the Sabbath with his first 
recorded sermon. Visit the excavations, then continue to Antalya (Attalia Acts 14:25-26) with a 
very scenic drive. Visit the Antalya Archaeological Museum. Overnight in Antalya (2nts). 

6 21st 

Perge – Aspendos – Antalya: Perga was an ancient city even when Paul first visited there. He and 
Barnabas went through Perga on their way from and to Antioch on their first journey. Visit 
the Perga Theater, the Agora Stadium, and the columned streets. Aspendos has one of the best 
preserved theaters in the world. Then, tour Old City Antalya, the ancient port city, including 
the St Paul Cultural Center. 

7 22nd 

Colossae – Laodicea – Hierapolis (Pamukkale): The site of Colossae (Paul’s letter to the 
Colossians) remains unexcavated on the foothills of Mt. Honaz. Continue to Laodicea, one of the 
Seven Churches, who were chastised for being lukewarm. Then on to Hierapolis that is blessed by 
hot mineral springs and some of the best-preserved Roman ruins in Asia Minor. Christianity came 
to Hierapolis via Epaphras (Col. 4:12-13). The ruins cover more than a square mile 
including Temple of Apollo, the impressive theater, and thermal pools. Overnight in Pamukkale, 
meaning “Cotton Castle”, the modern resort town built around the hot pools(1nt). 

8 23rd 

Philadelphia (Alasehir) – Sardis – Smyrna (Izmir): Philadelphia contains remains of a Byzantine 
basilica and some 11C. frescoes. Philadelphia and Smyrna were the only two churches which 
received no criticism from John. Travel to Sardis, one of the most picturesque of the Seven, but 
berated by John for its false strength when, in reality, it was weak. The massive Temple of 
Artemis, the Royal Road, the gymnasium and the synagogue will impress you. See the remains of a 
small Byzantine church. If time allows, continue to Akhisar, ancient Thyatira and original home of 
Lydia. Overnight in Izmir, one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities of the world (1nt). 

9 24th 
Ephesus – Kusadasi: Visit Ephesus, the first of the Seven Churches, and see the amazing ruins of 
this great city: the theater, the library, the Temple of Hadrian and the newly excavated Roman 
Terrace Houses. View the famous Celsus Library facade. Continue to Kusadasi for overnight (2nts). 

10 25th Boat Cruise to Patmos (Day Trip): Travel by boat to the island of Patmos and visit the famous site 
where John received his revelation of Jesus Christ (Rev. 1:9). Return to Kusadasi for overnight. 

11 26th 

Pergamum (Bergama) – Alexander Troas – Canakkale: Head to Bergama (ancient Pergamum), 
where the “Throne of Satan” was located (Rev. 2:12-17). Visit the towering acropolis—1000 feet 
above the town. Will also visit the healing center (Ascelpion) on the plain below the acropolis. See 
the impressive theater, the Temple of Athena, and other ruins of former civilizations. Continue 
to Odun Iskelesi to visit the site and the port of Alexandria-Troas where Paul raised the boy, 
Eutychus. Paul visited this area at least twice, and received his vision to go to Macedonia from 
here (Acts 16; 20; etc.). See the harbor and the new excavation area. Then if time allows, visit the 
legendary Troy and see the replica of the Wooden Horse. Dinner and overnight in the coastal town 
of Canakkale, for our final night in Turkey (1nt). 

Day Date SBT 2018 TOUR  ITINERARY CONTINUED - GREECE 

12 27th 
TO GREECE – Dardanelles Border Crossing – Neapolis (Kavala): Cross the Dardanelles Strait by car 
ferry. Change buses for an easy border crossing. Drive the border into Greece and transfer to your 
Greek bus and guide, and continue to Kavala (Neapolis) for our first night in Greece (1nt). 

13 28th 

Neapolis (Kavala) – Philippi – Amphipolis – Thessaloniki: Visit Neapolis, one of Greece’s most 
picturesque mainland ports. Paul landed here with his disciples, Timothy and Silas. See the Roman 
Aqueduct and Acropolis. Then onto Philippi, where Paul, intending to find a place to pray by the 
river, spoke to women who had gathered there including Lydia, the seller of purple and whose 
heart the Lord opened to hear Paul’s words (Acts 16:13-15). Here Paul established the first church 
in Europe, and Lydia was the first baptized on European soil. See a crypt dating from the Roman 
period, which is thought to have served as a prison for the apostle Paul. Visit Amphipolis and its 
many Christian basilica ruins. Pass through Apollonia like Paul and Silas. Overngt Thessaloniki (1nt). 

14 29th 

Thessaloniki – Berea (Veria) – Meteora Mtns: Start in Thessaloniki, the city where Paul was accused 
of turning the world upside down by his preaching of Christ (Acts 17: 3-6). Visit St. George’s 
Basilica, which tradition says is built over the synagogue where Paul preached. View the Old City 
Ramparts, and Galerius Arch rising over the Via Egnatia. Visit the Archaeological Museum, and St. 
Sophia and St. Demetrios basilicas. Continue onto Berea (Veria), where Paul went to the Jewish 
synagogue, and he discovered some Jews had accepted the new faith (Acts 17:10-12). Visit the 
rock forest of the Meteora Mtns and ponder the rough terrain in which the Paul journeyed, the 
famous Byzantine monasteries perch precariously on the summits. Kalambaka for overnight (1nt). 

15 30th 

Delphi – Athens: Scenic Delphi, on the slopes of Mt. Parnassos, was considered the religious center 
of the ancient Greek world, marked by the conical stone called the omphalos or navel. Visit 
the Sanctuary of Apollo where the oracle performed his or her prophetic rituals, the Treasury of 
the Athenians, and walk the Sacra Via. Amongst the surrounding pagan ruins, consider the 
challenge the apostle Paul incurred in preaching the Gospel of Christ in Macedonia. Visit the 
Museum that contains masterpieces of ancient Greek sculpture - the famous athlete Aghias, the 
important Gallio Inscription, and the 5th C. bronze Charioteer complete with even eyelashes. 
Drive on to the ancient and modern Greek capital of Athens for the final leg of the journey (3nts). 

16 31st 

Athens Day Tour: Explore the splendors of Athens in a guided walking tour with the Acropolis, 
the Propylaea, the Parthenon, and the Erectheum. View Mars Hill (or Areopagus) where the Paul 
delivered his well-known sermon, “I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. 
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you” (Acts 17:23). See the Agora, the 
ancient market place and center of the Athenian public life, where Paul preached “Jesus and the 
resurrection” (Acts 17:18) to the skeptical Athenians. Rest of the day will be free time in Athens. 

17 
JUN 
1st 

Corinth – Mycenae – Cenchreae – Farewell in Athens: Head just outside of Athens to Corinth, 
where Paul met Aquilla and Priscilla, and where the Lord spoke to Paul by a vision saying, “I am 
with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this 
city” (Acts 18:10). Here, Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, and many Corinthians believed 
in the LORD, and were baptized (Acts 18:8). Thus, began the church at Corinth to whom Paul 
wrote. Visit the Archaeological Museum, the Market Place and Temples. Stand on the Bema where 
Paul stood before Gallio. Paul then left for Syria from the port at Cenchraeae (Acts 18:12-18; Rom 
16:1 ). Visit the famous wealthy antiquity site of Mycenae and the ruins of the early 5C. Christian 
basilica at Cenchreae. Enjoy the final hours in Athens with a group farewell dinner. 

18 2nd End of the Tour: Transfer to Athens airport; return flights home. 

 * Itinerary Subject to Change.  All Dinners and Breakfasts included at the hotel. 
Lunches and snacks at personal expense.  Bottled drinking water supplied. 

SBT  TOUR  PILGRIM  TESTIMONY 

The trip was incredibly well organized, balancing 
each day with intense Bible teaching, challenging 
questions and discussion time, wonderful hotels and 
great food!  Ivan has a deep knowledge of the 
Scriptures, which he is passionate about imparting to 
others, and his perspectives are thought-provoking 
and challenging.      - Kerry R., 2014 & 2016 SBT Pilgrim 


